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of Oriental origin and anti-clericalism were rife before their bar-
barous extermination by the crusaders against the Albigenses.
France has also produced great mystics, in particular those of the
emotional type, though also some speculative mystics. In art
religious sentiment culminated in Gothic architecture which
spread from France over all countries.
In Germany the Saxon dynasty founded their power on the
Church since the lay-vassals were quite unreliable. The Church
received immense donations and privileges but was absolutely
controlled by the Emperor. This led to the great conflict with
the Papacy which was at last settled by the Concordat of Worms.
In the beginning of the thirteenth century, however, the Emperors
lost their influence, and the Church came entirely into the hands
of the nobility. The bishops and abbots mostly rose to the rank
of rulers of principalities, and the monasteries were little more than
institutions for the maintenance or profit of nobles.1 German
ecclesiastical history shows many great and saintly church-
men, but the predominant type was for a long time the bishop
who spent his life like a nobleman with feuds, hunting, wine
and women. Many of these bishops were ruthless warriors who
enjoyed warfare and committed the greatest horrors against
the people. When Richard of Cornwall was elected Emperor
and came to Germany he was struck by this peculiarity of the
German Church. He wrote to his brother, King Henry III
of England : " how fierce and warlike are these German
archbishops " ! According to Caesarius of Heisterbach a French-
man remarked that he could believe a great deal; but he
would never believe that a German bishop's soul could be
saved.2
The most remarkable feature of German mediaeval thought
was the extraordinary development of religious mysticism. It
was chiefly cultivated in nunneries, under the spiritual direction
of Dominicans, and was represented both by learned theologians
and by many nuns of outstanding genius. Hegel and the
Romanticists have regarded these mystics as the founders of
German philosophy and as the characteristic expression of the
German soul. This view has been repeated by countless authors,
1 Cf. Aloys Schulte, Der Add wd die deuische Kwche m Mittelalter, 1910 ; A.
WcrminghofF, Verfassungsgeschichte dor deutschen Kvche, 1913, pp. 60, 69. In Scotland
too titie power of the nobility led to the corruption of the Church. The contribution
of the Church io the building of the modern State, and die number of clerical Chan-
cellors was much smaller than in England. " The condition of the Church, which was
certainly much worse than in England, goes far to explain the vehemence and the
violence of the Scottish Reformation." Cf. R. Rait, History of Scotland, pp. 124,130.
1 Caesafius of Heisterbach, Dialogue on Miracles, ii, chap. 27.